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Deccan Herald 

HRD ministry formula to assess IIT directors 

Prakash Kumar NEW DELHI: Nov 2, 3013 

Dissatisfied with annual performance report of some of the directors of the Indian Institutes of Technology 

(IITs), the Ministry of Human Resource Development (HRD) plans to suggest specific parameters to evaluate 

their contribution to the progress of the institutions. 

 

Annual performance review of the IIT directors began earlier this year, after the council of the premier technical 

institutes approved a proposal of the HRD Ministry.  

 

The chairmen of the board of directors of the respective institutes were given the responsibility to carry out the 

exercise and submit their report to the ministry. 
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“We have received annual performance report of some of the IIT directors but we are not satisfied with them. 

The evaluations were sort of general and subjective in nature while they should have been more specific and 

objective,” a senior HRD Ministry official told Deccan Herald.  

 

The annual performance review should mention what efforts the director took to strengthen academic processes 

of the institute including hiring and retaining faculties, improve the quality of education, research and 

innovation, general resource, develop linkage with industry and other factors distinctive to the institutional 

goals. 

 

It should also be annually evaluated how satisfied were the students and employees of the institutes with their 

respective directors. 

 

“The reports we received, however, just indicated that the performance of the directors concerned were 

satisfactory in all respect. This would not serve the purpose,” the official added. 
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Panel on UGC reforms mulls over fine for errant institutions 

NEW DELHI, Nov 4, 2013 

A government panel is people’s suggestions to amend the 57-year-old University Grants Commissions (UGC) 

Act in order to make the higher education regulator more “effective and professional”. 

 

Though the committee has invited all the stakeholders in general to participate in the exercise, it wants teachers, 

students and parents in particular to suggest changes to the law to make it more “relevant and comprehensive”. 

 

“We want people like students, teachers and parents to participate in the exercise and help improve the 

legislation so that the UGC can serve better the cause of uplifting higher education system in India,” higher 

education secretary Akhilesh Gupta told Deccan Herald. 
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The committee, headed by former higher education secretary R P Agrawal, has been examining various issues 

for several months now to suggest changes to the UGC Act.  

Malpractices in the higher education sector like charging of capitation fee and false promises by many 

institutions to attract students are among the major issues that drew the attention of the HRD Ministry to initiate 

the move. 

 

“The committee, which has so far held several meetings, has outlined broad issues to be covered in the exercise. 

We could have gone ahead with them but we want more suggestions from people from different walks of life to 

make the legislation more comprehensive and effective to deal with the emerging issues in higher education 

sector,” Gupta said. 

 

He said that many provisions of the legislation need to be amended as they had become irrelevant. 

 

“For example, penalty for violation of regulation is still Rs 1000. It was not a small amount when the legislation 

was enacted. Now, this is no more a deterrent. So we need to amend this provision and raise the amount of 

fine,”  
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India Prepares to Launch Mars Orbiter in Space Race with China 
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India is preparing to launch a spacecraft to Mars tomorrow, striving to put a probe into orbit around the red 

planet before China and Japan.  

A rocket is scheduled to blast off at 2:38 p.m. from southeast India, embarking on a journey of 423 million 

miles (680 million kilometers) that will take almost a year, according to the Indian Space Research 

Organization. Only the U.S., Europe and Russia have successfully orbited Mars.  

Enlarge image  

Scientists and engineers work on a Mars Orbiter vehicle at the Indian Space Research Organisation's (ISRO) 

satellite centre in Bangalore on Sept. 11, 2013. Photographer: Manjunath Kiran/AFP/Getty Images 

“There is an ongoing race for space-related power and prestige currently in Asia, although few officials will 

admit it,” said James Moltz, a professor at the Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, California, who has 

written books about the space race. “India is clearly concerned about China’s recent rise in space prestige and 

wants to minimize that damage.”  

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh has rebuffed critics of the mission, who say India can ill-afford the project’s 

4.5 billion-rupee ($73 million) price tag when about two-thirds of the nation’s 1.2 billion people live on less 

than $2 a day. He’s counting on the space program to yield technological advances that bolster the country’s 

development prospects.  

“Questions are sometimes asked about whether a poor country like India can afford a space program and 

whether the funds spent on space exploration, albeit modest, could be better utilized elsewhere,” Singh, who 

served on the country’s Space Commission in the 1970s, said in a speech last year. “This misses the point that a 

nation’s state of development is finally a product of its technological prowess.”  

Martian Experiments  

The mission aims to map the Martian surface, study the atmosphere and search for methane gas, a sign that the 

planet can support life, according to the ISRO, a government agency. Earlier this year, India successfully 

launched a satellite that provides a space-based navigation system.  

ISRO’s Chairman K. Radhakrishnan denied there was a space race with countries such as China, adding there 

would be a “trickle down” of technology from the research and design of the orbiter that will benefit the 

economy.  

India spends about $1.1 billion a year on its space programs, compared with $3.3 billion in Japan and $17.9 

billion in the U.S. Japan failed in its 1998 bid to send a satellite to orbit Mars. China’s probe was destroyed 

about two years ago.  

India and China have become competitors in the space industry over the past decade. China has taken the lead, 

putting its first woman astronaut into space as it strives toward goals such as establishing a manned space 

station.  

http://www.isro.org/
http://www.isro.org/
http://www.bloomberg.com/photo/mars-orbiter-/383742.html
http://www.nps.edu/Academics/Schools/SIGS/DegreeProg/NSA/Faculty/moltz.html
http://www.isro.org/pdf/Outcome%20budget2013-14.pdf
http://www.isro.org/pdf/pm-speech-on-pslv-c21-launch.pdf
http://www.isro.org/Ourchairman/present/chairman.aspx
http://www.nasa.gov/pdf/750614main_NASA_FY_2014_Budget_Estimates-508.pdf
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Chinese Competition  

“India is a major space power today, but it faces competition from countries such as China that have greater 

resources,” Moltz said. “It cannot expect to match China mission for mission. But it can develop a solid 

technical competency in space activities that will help its economy, military, and scientific potential.”  

India’s Mars mission is much cheaper than a U.S. launch to the planet later this month, according to Mayank N. 

Vahia, an academic at the Department of Astronomy and Astrophysics at the Tata Institute of Fundamental 

Research in Mumbai.  

Unlike China, which has sent astronauts into space, India has focused on less costly missions that provide 

technology for the aerospace and pharmaceutical sectors, he said.  

The space program amounts to about half what India spends providing free school lunches and nutrition 

programs for the country’s 160 million children under the age of six. India has the world’s highest percentage of 

malnourished children except for East Timor, according to the 2012 annual Global Hunger Index.  

Averting Disaster  

Whether it’s right for a country with substantial poverty to invest in space exploration remains an emotive issue, 

said Satish Misra, a political analyst at the Observer Research Foundation in New Delhi.  

India launched its first space rocket in 1963 and its first satellite in 1975. An unmanned mission to the moon 

ended in August 2009 after scientists failed to restore contact with the Chandrayaan-1 craft. Data from the probe 

showed water formation may be an ongoing process on the moon.  

The country’s satellites form one of the largest communications systems in the world. Last month, they tracked 

a cyclone heading for Odisha state in eastern India, giving the government time to evacuate a million people, 

according to Vahia.  

“We invested in satellites that gave us the exact details of the way the weather was going,” Vahia said. “As a 

result, we have saved hundreds or thousands of lives.”  

For Related News and Information: India’s $82 Million Mission to Mars Orbit Planned for 2013 Water 

Discovery on Moon’s Surface Spurs India’s Lunar Ambition  

(http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2013-11-03/india-prepares-to-launch-mars-orbiter-in-space-race-with-

china.html) 

http://web.tifr.res.in/~vahia/
http://web.tifr.res.in/~vahia/
http://search.bloomberg.com/search?q=Satish%20Misra&site=wnews&client=wnews&proxystylesheet=wnews&output=xml_no_dtd&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&filter=p&getfields=wnnis&sort=date:D:S:d1&partialfields=-wnnis:NOAVSYND&lr=-lang_ja
http://www.isro.org/scripts/currentprogrammein.aspx
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